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The spot where community members burnt a sangoma's divining bones and bottles of muti.

A sick 10 year-old girl has sparked an alleged
witch-hunt after she fingered a sangoma as the
person who is bewitching her.
Angry community members stormed the
sangoma's house at Mbambamencisi in
Nkowankowa on Saturday, and set fire to her
divining bones and bottles of muti.
Now, the 53 year old sangoma and her three
grandchildren have packed their belongings
and left the informal settlement.
The father of the sick girl, Azaria Khosa, said
his daughter, who is doing grade three, became
sick on Christmas Day last year.
"She developed sores all over her body. We
took her to the clinic and even to medical
doctors, but to no avail," he said.
He said the young girl was soon unable to
walk, eat or speak.

"We consulted a prophet who told us that she
has been turned into a zombie," said Khosa.
On Saturday morning, the girl rose from her
bed and walked to the sangomas house, some
100 metres away.
The grade three pupil accused the elderly
sangoma of causing her illness and demanded
to be cured.
"The young girl's eyes were red and she looked
like she was in a trance," said a neighbour,
Rosie Mkharhi.
SAPS were called to the scene after angry
community members stormed the sangoma's
house and burnt her things. No one was
arrested.
Ritavi police spokesman, Inspector Seth
Magadzi, said he was not aware of the
incident, but promised to investigate.

Sangoma accused of
practising witchcraft

Two arrested for death threats
Two young men appeared in the Bolobedu
magistrate’s court for allegedly intimidating
the mayor of the Greater Letaba municipality,
Joshua Matlou.
The two suspects, Sello Kutane (19) from
Vosloorus in Gauteng, and Elvis Thapelo
Mashata (18) from Itireleng at Sekgosese,
were arrested last month after they allegedly
called Matlou on his cell phone.
They told him that people from Gauteng were
coming to kill him.Bolobedu police

spokesperson, Captain Freddy Maenetja,
said police intelligence unit members
tracked the suspects through phone calls
they allegedly made to the mayor, and
arrested them in Vosloorus.
Their case was postponed to February 25,
pending further investigations.
The two are currently out on R1000 bail
each. Meanwhile, security around Matlou
has been increased, following the
threatening phone calls.
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Chairperson of Victim Empowerment, Muruthi Letsoalo, Superin-
tendent Magoro and Senior Superintended, Schalk Schalkwyk.

Crime decreasing in Maake

Police have launched a massive manhunt for nine heavily armed
men after an ATM machine was bombed at GaMaphalle village in
Bolobedu during the weekend. The incident took place at Maphalle
filling station beside the Mooketsi-Giyani road at about 2:00 am on
Saturday. This is the fifth ATM machine to be bombed in the Mopani
district since the beginning of the year. The suspects allegedly
arrived at the filling station on foot, forced the security guard and
eight petrol attendants into the toilet, locked them in, then blasted
the ATM.
Police spokesman, Captain Freddy Maenetja, said the suspects
came back later with their two getaway cars and filled their tanks
with petrol before disappearing. Maenetja said the suspects escaped
with an undisclosed amount of money from the ATM, but could not
confirm whether they also took money from the filling station
registers. "The workers were freed by a motorist who came to the
station," he said. It is not yet known how much damage was caused
by the blast, but investigations are continuing.
It is also not yet established what kind of a explosives were used by
the suspects. No one was injured during the incident, but police
appeal to members of the community to help with information that
will assist them in tracking down the suspects.
Earlier this year, four ATM's were bombed at a shopping complex in
Giyani, where an undisclosed amount of money was also taken.

ATM bombings
on the increase

Reports of serious
crime has decreased
at the Maake Police
station. Crime such as
rape and murder has
dropped by 25% this
past festive season,
compared to figures
of the previous year.
Maake Police invited
the members of the
Lenyenye community
at the local
community hall to
rate them on how
they performed the
previous year. The
number of cases
reported in
December last year,
whether serious or
minor, have gone
down by 41%
compared to
December 2007.

Serious crime had
gone down by 25%.
Commissioner of the
station, Senior
Superintendent
Schalk Schalkwyk,
thanked the members
of the community for
cooperating the
previous year, but
urged them to assist
the police in
identifying
corruption in the
community or
anywhere else. "
Corruption is like
cancer that is eating
its way through the
c o m m u n i t y. . . P e o p l e
must not allow
corruption to exist,"
he said. He said crime
has decreased rapidly
in the area, thanks to

the participation of
members of the
c o m m u n i t y.
Superintendent
Magoro emphasised
that people need to
talk about crime all
the time, in order to
prevent it. He
explained that these
discussions will get
people used to the
fact that crime is no
solution and only
ruins one's
reputation.

Community mem-
bers of Lenyenye
who attended the
event.

Imprisoned at last
A 30 year old man was sentenced
to 30 years imprisonment, on two
counts of robbery, by the Regional
court in Tzaneen last Wednesday.
Chuchu Micheal Makalanga from
Lephephane has been on trial
since 2005 and was finally

sentenced last week.
He was sentenced to 15 years
imprisonment for each count of
robbery under aggravating
c i rc u m s t a n c e s .
Sentences are to run
c o n c u r r e n t l y.



PAGE 3MOPANI NEWS - Friday 30 January 2009NEWS

Raymond Ndhlovu, no ID, no future!

Another ID mix up!
A young man is facing a bleak future because
of an Identity Document mix-up.
Raymond Ndhlovu (23) of Nwajaheni village
in Nwamitwa has been unable to further his
studies or apply for a job since he matriculated
in 2007, because he does not have an ID.
Ndhlovu was told by officials at the
Department of Home Affairs in Tzaneen that
he shares the same names and identity
numbers with someone in the Eastern Cape.
"I applied for the ID in 2006 while I was still
doing grade 11. When I went to collect it after
four months, I was told to re-apply because I
share the same names and identity numbers

with another person" said a visibly distraught
Ndhlovu. He said on his visit to home affairs
last week, the official told him to be patient
because they cannot duplicate someone‘s ID
and give it to him.This is the second case of
duplicated identities that MOPANI NEWS has
reported on this year. Beauty Sibanda of
Petanenge had fallen victim to the same
administrative flaw, as reported in this
newspaper on January 23. Home Affairs
provincial spokesperson, Sam Moremi, was
not available for comment, as his mobile
phone was either on voice mail or just rang
unanswered.

By-election held in ward 7
Four candidates representing different political
parties contested the by-election in Ward 7 of
the Greater Tzaneen local municipality on
Wednesday, January 28. Makwale Daniel
Mabape of the ruling African National
Congress (ANC), squared up against Maureem
Rakgwale of the new kid on the political block,
the Congress of the People (COPE), Simon
Bradley Mokwaripa of the African Christian
Democratic Party (ACDP) and Ester Mokwena
of the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC). The
by-election follows after the resignation of
former municipal councilor, Nicholas
Ramoloi, late last year. Ramoloi, who was an
ANC representative in the council, has since
joined the recently formed COPE. The real
contest however, was between the ANC and
COPE. The two parties have thrown all energy
and resources into the ward that is made up of
eight villages. Since the proclamation of the
vacancy in the ward, both parties have been
hard at work with t-shirts, posters, flyers and

door to door campaigns, in an effort to win the
hearts and minds of the more than 5000
registered voters in the ward. On his party’s
prospects of success in the by-elections,
COPE Mopani spokesperson, Molebatsi
Masedi, expressed confidence in their
victory."This will be a repeat of the Western
Cape success story," he said.Masedi added
that COPE has its eye on wrestling the ward
from the ANC. The Tzaneen sub-regional
chairperson of the ANC, Raymond Maake,
said the ruling party will show the other
parties that it is still a force to be reckoned
with in the area. "We will show them that our
support base remains solid by winning the
by-election with a wide margin," he said
Meanwhile, the Independent Electoral
Commission said it was "all systems go" for the
by-election in Ward 7 of the Greater Tzaneen
Municipal area. The results of the by-election
were not available at the time of going to the
press.

The greater Tzaneen Municipality has set
aside R20 million for the electrification of
2766 households in four villages this financial
year, which ends in June.
Municipal spokesperson, Oddas Ngobeni,
said a tender has been advertised inviting
electrical consultants to apply for the elec-
trification of 1085 households at Mafarana
village, 718 at Ntsako, 500 at Lefara and 463 at
Mugwazeni.
He said the implementation of the projects will
start soon after the process of appointing
consultants has been finalised.

Are you a domestic
worker, gardener,
etc and looking for
a JOB?
MOPANI NEWS
and LETABA HER-
ALD is giving you
the opportunity to
advertise your
skills in the news-
paper for FREE, if
you are seeking

permanent em-
ployment. Who
knows, you may
just find the per-
fect position. All
you have to do is
bring your details
to the MOPANI
N E W S / L E TA B A
HERALD offices at
32 Boundary
street, Tzaneen.
You can submit
your details any
day of the week
from now on.
The deadline for
each week is
Monday, 12h00.
Good luck!

Electricity for thousandsGood
news
for job
seekers
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The company invites youth countrywide to
enter this annual competition and stand a
chance to be selected for this fun and
empowering adventure Programme. This
Leadership Programme will offer the youth of
South Africa an opportunity to “Explore,
Experience, Expand and Express” themselves
and their potential. “This Leadership
Programme is very close to the Boxer Family’s
heart, as we have the opportunity to have an
impact and make a considerable contribution
to the future of our youth.” explains Andrew
Mills, Boxer Superstores Marketing Director.

“This Programme empowers, enables and
makes vast differences in the lives of the youth
whose new leadership skills make tangible
differences in their communities. Having this
chance to be able to help these youth “Live the
life they want to live” and with having an
opportunity to change lives is ultimately
rewarding in both a corporate and personal
capacity.” Over the past 6 years, close to 250
youth have successfully completed the
Leadership Programme. The success of the
Programme is contributed to the activities and
content of the course that is specifically

constructed by professionals. Added to this,
the Boxer’s marketing team continue to
remain in contact with the graduates and offer
support and advice to these youth.
“Enthusiastic, go-getters are what we are
looking for. The youth do not need any
experience but must be adventurous and
willing to take part in all the activities both
mental and physical.” says Mzwa Khumalo,
Boxer Superstores CSR Manager who has been
the Programmes Team Leader for the past 5
years. “We are excited and wait with great
enthusiasm to see this year’s candidates
succeed just as their fellow youth did the past
6 years.” The Youth Leadership Programme
takes place from 05 April to 10 April at the
Suela Zimbili Adventure Centre in Zinkwazi,
KwaZulu Natal. Amongst various talks and
discussions on leadership and life skills,
participants will also have the opportunity to
participate in activities such as abseiling,
raft-building, wall climbing, obstacle courses,
fuffi-sliding and much more. Learners
between the ages of 16 and 18 are encouraged
to write an essay as part of the selection
process for the Leadership Programme.
Entrants should write an essay of no more than
500 words on the following topic: “What role
can the youth play in addressing the
challenges of unemployment, poverty and
skills shortage?”The entry forms are available
at Boxer Superstores branches and on Back To
School leaflets. Entry forms together with the
essays need to be submitted to the store
manager by no later than 20 February 2009.
Based on the essays submitted, a selection
panel will choose qualifying finalists who will
further go on to another selection process by
means of an interview with the relevant store
manager. Winners will be notified and will
join 40 other young peole countrywide on the
Programme in April. Participants
accommodation, transport and food during
this time, and throughout the Programme, will
by fully paid by Boxer Superstores. For more
information call the Toll Free Customer Care
Line 0800 10 00 00

Well-known store’s leadership
programme invites entries

The hard working teachers of Matimu High School are ululated by
learners during their awards ceremony.

Matimu High School, in Khujwana village just outside Nkowankowa,
held an awards ceremony in honour of their teachers.
The 12 teachers were congratulated for their hard efforts last year to
improve the school’s matric results by an average of 70%.
The principal, Ignatius Hoveni, said he was very proud of the efforts put
in by the teachers. He also said that the ceremony was done strategically
to motivate them to work even harder this year.

School honours teachers

The hard working teachers of Matimu High School are, front row:
school principal, Ignatius Hoveni, and English teacher, Jane Shilubana,
who ensured a 100% pass rate for her students. Middle: Xitsonga
teacher, Ruth Baloyi, physical science teacher, Evans Mavulwana,
economics teacher, Jeremiah Mokwena, tourism and life science
teacher, Kenneth Makhubele, maths literacy teacher, Jeanette Mgimeti.
Back row: history teacher, Ernest Mhlongo, geography teacher, Wilson
Manzini, business studies teacher, Carol Rikhotso and agricultural
science teacher, Gay Lowane.

AMONGST various talks and discussions on leadership and life skills, presented by Boxer,
participants will also have the opportunity to participate in activities such as abseiling, raft-
building, wall climbing, obstacle courses, fuffi-sliding and much more.

Life is all about planning. There's a
number of situations where people act in
the spur of the moment without any real
planning. This can easily lead to failure.
It is now the beginning of the year. Most
students will have to practice making
valuable, career-making decisions.
Subjects will have to be chosen to promote
their career plans. There are those students
who already have their lives planned out
and know which career path to follow.
And there are those who will choose any
subjects at school because they don't
really know what they want to do after their
secondary education.
Such situations can lead to students
dropping out of school when they reach
tertiary level, due to lack of interest in their
field of study.
As a student, you need to know from very
early on what career path you want to
choose. However, it is never too late to
make a decision.
Here are a few pointers to consider when
choosing a career path:
* You need to know who and what you are
all about, such as your interests, skills,
abilities and passions.
* Know your options by finding out what
occupations there are that meet with your
interests, skills and values.
* Ask individuals, such as your parents, to
give their input before making a decision.
* It is also essential to choose a field based
on what your gut tells you is right for you.
* After deciding on a career path, take
action by finding a person in your
community that has already followed your
chosen path.
That person can show you the ins and outs
of the job, and help you decide if that is
really the career path you want to follow.

Know your
career path now!
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These four gentlemen were awarded by MEC
for Safety and Security Ratshivanda Ndou for
showing commitment, dedication and putting
their lives in danger by arresting an armed
and dangerous suspect at Itsani in Vhembe,
they are Constable Phaswana Ramugonelo
who was given R 15000, Captain Namadza-
vho Jackson Sithumule was awarded R10 000,
Captain Avhatakali Tshifularo R10 000 and
Superintended Nzamani Thomas Hlobyane
also received R 10000

National Police Day Celebration

MEC for Safety and Security, Ratshivanda Ndou, Tzaneen Station Commissioner, Phineas
Ngobeni and Provincial Commissioner, Calvin Sengani, during a parade inspection as part of
the National Police Day celebrations at the Tzaneen Show Grounds on Tuesday

MEC for Safety and Security Ratshivanda Ndou, Provincial commissioner Calvin Sengani,Mayor
of Greater Tzaneen OJ Mushwana and Tzaneen Station Commissioner Phineas Ngobeni

Student Constables observing a moment of
silence for colleagues who died in line of
d u t y.

Tzaneen show ground was abuzz with
activities when members of the South African
Police Service (SAPS) from all over the
province celebrated the National Police Day
on Tuesday.
The main aim of celebrating the National
Police Day is to reflect on the successes and
achievements of the SAPS and reinforce the
nation's confidence in the future of safety and

security in South Africa.
The celebrations show appreciation for
outstanding and loyal performance by police
officials and civilian members of the SAPS
payed tribute to those members who sacrificed
their lives for the sake of securing safety and
security for all.
This colourful and entertaining event took
place at Tzaneen show ground.

MEC for Safety and Security Ratshivanda
Ndou, Provincial commissioner Calvin Sen-
gani handing over a performance certificate
and R15 000 to constable Phaswana Ra-
mugonelo of Vhembe.

Some the police who attended with local
community members sitting under a tent and
watching the parade.

About 1800 student constable were part of
the parade.
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The smooth looks and snazzy style of this talented young poet may fool
you into believing he was born with a silver spoon in his mouth.
That is not the case. In fact, Stanley Mongwe harbours a lot of anger and
grief that only writing can subside.
His father is the inspiration for his poems. "My father left my mother when
she was still pregnant. I was raised by my grandfather," he said.
This 24 year old man from Phalaborwa said growing up, he always
wandered what it was like to have a father. "There was so much pain in
my heart that the only way to deal with it was to compile poems," he
said.
His grandfather did all he could to put him through school. "We did not
have much, but we survived," he said.
Although Mongwe knows who his father is, he maintains they don’t have
a relationship. In one of his poems, "Why dad", Mongwe speaks about his
life without a father. He also speaks about his father deceiving his mother,
telling her he loved her when he knew he would abandon her.
"I don’t mind being so personal in my work, I believe that, if it helps me
heal, it will help others too", he said.
Mongwe has become an all-time favourite at social events, where he
shares his pains with the audience.
He would like to be given a chance by Capricorn fm to display his talents
one day.
Mongwe was discovered at a jazz session. "I only went there to chill, but
when they announced a poetry competition, I quickly stepped up and
stunned the audience", he exclaims.
Because of his unfortunate upbringing, Mongwe said he did not want the
same thing to happen to his own children one day.
"Children are a precious gift and should be treated as such", he said.

Poetry that heals
Inspiring poet, Stanley Mongwe.

Become a gospel star
BE a star with the Key
of heaven. This
sensational 13
member band is set to
take the music world
by storm, and anyone
can join! The group
will be led by
renowned producer,
Hlayisani Malungani,
and auditions will be
held this Saturday at
Hudson Ntsan’wisi
high school in
Nkowankowa. "We
are looking for
anyone who has the
passion, personality
and flare for singing",
said the initiator,
Wisani Monareng.
Monareng said that
after eliminations, the
13 musicians will be
considered for
recording. "It will be
the best thing after Go
Explo", he said. It’s an
open secret that the
once promising Go
Explo band is on the
verge of collapsing
due to the lack of

funds, but Monareng
assures future
musicians that
nothing like that will
happen with this

group. "We are not
some fly-by-night
group but we are here
to stay and deliver to
the masses", he said.

The snazzy initiator, Wisani Monareng, of the
Key of heaven.
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Promoted, Risenga Golden Chiefs

Golden Chiefs promoted

Soccer mania around the bend
Some football players will raise the bar this
Sunday at Mokwakwaila sports grounds. They
will be competing for a spot to represent
Mopani in the SAFA provincial games in
February this year.
Greater Tzaneen Local Football Association
administrator, Moses Mohale, said only
seventeen players out of the five local football
associations in Phalaborwa, Giyani, Maruleng,
Letaba and Tzaneen will be selected.
Mohale said the kick-off will start at 08:00 am
and players should come prepared to
showcase their talents.
He also said the selected players will play for
the provincial team in February and will be
contracted to the team until the league resumes

in August. Then they can go back to their
teams.
Mohale advised all players to push their talents
to the limit because scouts will be looking for
fresh talent at the scene.
"Even if some players don’t make it to the team,
there’s still a good chance that they could be
spotted by other soccer scouts", he said.
Mohale said they have invited representatives
from the National First Division, such as
Dynamos coach Jacob Sakala and Black
Leopards Joel Mokgale.
Representatives from the Vodacom league will
also be present. "It’s going to be an
unforgettable experience", he said.

SAFA weekend results
THE South African Football Association (SAFA)
Mopani SAB regional league weekend results:
Stream A,Saturday * Dzekula Sky Masters 0,
Gesane Arsenal 2; * Limpopo United 5, Mighty
Dynamos 0; * Magnum 1, Mavalani Black
Professionals 1; * Question Mark 0, Blue Rocks
1; * Shihoko Terrors 1, Hosana Santos 1; *
Thomo Development 4, Matsena Giant Killers
1; * Winnerspark 1, Thakgalane United 0.
Sunday: * Blue Rocks 0, Shihoko Terrors 0; *
Gesane Arsenal 0, Limpopo United 1; *
Hosana Santos 8, Mighty Dynamos 0; *
Mamaila Citizen 0, Thomo Development 1; *
Matsena Giant Killers 2, Mavalani Black Profs

4; * Thakgalane United 2, Dzekula Sky Matsers
0; * Winnerspark 2, Question Mark 0.
Stream B ,Saturday:* Burgersdorp United 3,
Majomela Dangerous Darkies 1; * City Rovers
0, Hill Zebras 2; * Foskor Callies 2, Da Gama 0;
Julesburg Young Killers 3, Arsenal 2; *
Mothopong 3, Zanghoma Cosmos 6; * Tiyani
Shining Stars 0, Dundee United 0.
Sunday: *Hill Zebras 4, Katekani Real Rovers
0; * Majomela Dangerous Darkies 0, Tiyani
Shining Stars 4; * Mariveni River Stars 1,
Burgersdorp United 1; * Selwane Sundowns 2,
Mothopong 1; * Zanghoma Cosmos 0,
Julesburg Young Killers 1.

Risenga Golden Chiefs have been promoted to
the Mopani SAB regional league.
The Pentanenge-based side finished the
season, leading the 16 teams from stream A
with 82 points accumulated through 30

games.
They became the ultimate champions of the
Greater Tzaneen Local Football Association
(TLFA) after emerging victorious in the
association's play-offs a week ago.


