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Greater Tzaneen Municipal Manager, Mabakane Mangena, is disputing the municipality ‘s
Internal Audit Report.

The Greater Tzaneen Municipality has lost
almost R100 000 due to theft, despite paying a
security company R290 000 per month to
guard municipal property.

According to their Internal Audit Report, the
municipality continues to lose maintenance
materials from stores due to theft, despite the
presence of security guards from Kgosi
Monene, hired to guard municipal assets.

The report shows that in the 2006\2007 and
2007\2008 financial years, the municipality
lost R62 053 and R30 242 respectively.

The report indicates that the management
has not been able to recover the loss from the
security company because they failed to get a
copy of the public liability insurance doc-
ument from the security company to ensure
that the municipality can recover any loss that
might occur during the service of the com-
p a n y.

It further shows that management has failed
to recover an amount of R19 200 that was
wrongfully claimed by and paid to the com-
p a n y.

The report also indicates that the company‘s
contract expired in February 2007, but man-
agement extended its service on a
month-to-month basis despite being aware that
the company claimed payments for services
not rendered and that it continues to lose
materials from its stores.

Municipal Manager Mabakane Mangena
disputed the report, claiming the municipality
has a copy of the public liability insurance
document and that they have already sub-
mitted a claim for the loss to the insurance
c o m p a n y.

He however failed to produce documents to
back up his claim.

He added that the municipality is in the
process of advertising tenders to replace the
service providers whose contracts have ex-
pired.

Attempts to get any comment from the owner
of Kgosi Monene security company, Lucky
Nkwana, drew a blank as he never answered
his cell phone.

Audit reveals
massive loss at
Greater Tzaneen
Municipalit y
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Residents march to municipality

Morwatshehla community leader, Humphrey
Mashala, hand over a memorandum of griev-
ances to Councillor Joyce Nkwinika during a
protest march to the Greater Tzaneen mu-
nicipal offices last week.

Protesters carrying placards and bottles of dirty water during a protest march to the Greater
Tzaneen municipal offices last week.

Residents of Morwatshehla village in Bo-
lobedu protested at the Greater Tzaneen mu-
nicipal offices last week over a lack of basic
service delivery.

High on the list of grievances, protesters are
demanding the immediate supply of clean
w a t e r.

They claim they are forced to share fountain
water, not fit for human consumption, with
animals because of a serious shortage of water
in the area.

The protesters, who included women, teen-
agers and pensioners, carried placards and
bottles of dirty water which they claim are for
household use.

According to the villagers, a project to supply
water to the village was completed about five
years ago but there is still no water available.

They are accusing the municipality of failing
to deliver even basic services to their area in 15
years of democracy.

They further demand that the part of the
village that does not have electricity be elec-
trified, the regravelling of access roads and
streets, RDP houses that are not finished be
completed, the completion of the sanitation
project, the extension of residential sites and
that the village gets its own voting station
during elections.

The elderly are forced to walk five kilometres
to cast their votes in Madumane.

They have given the municipality 14 work-
ing days to respond.

"It we don’t get a response in the next 14 days
we will approach the office of Premier Cassel
Mathale. If we don’t get a response we will
head straight to President Jacob Zuma‘s office,"
said one of the march organisers, Victor
Senyolo.

Senyolo said they decided to protest because
they are tired of “empty promises from the
municipality”.

Accepting the memorandum of grievances
on behalf of Mayor OJ Mushwana, ANC Chief
Whip of the GTM Council, Joyce Nkwinika,
said the mayor and councillors will visit the
area within 14 days to see how best they can
address the villagers’ grievances.

GTM to house thousands
The Greater

Tzaneen Municipality
has begun formalising
Mbambamencisi in-
formal settlement
near Nkowankowa to
give thousands of un-
derprivileged people
access to houses,
electricity and run-
ning water for the first

time in their lives.
Spokesperson for

the municipality,
Odas Ngobeni, said
the sprawling inform-
al settlement was
home to some 10 000
people who were liv-
ing without electri-
city. Hence the name
Mbambamencisi,

which is a Shangaan
word that means
"groping for a box of
matches in the dark".

In the past two
years, five children in
the area have been
killed after touching
exposed electricity
cables installed by
"izinyoka" electricity
thieves.

"The residents have
started getting a taste
of a better life. Above

all, they have re-
ceived legal recogni-
tion as residents of the
municipality," said
Ngobeni.

He said the form-
alisation project star-
ted two years ago
when development
planners demarcated
streets, parks,
schools, clinics, res-
idential and business
sites.

Today, 500 RDP
houses are being built

at a cost of about R20
million.

The housing pro-
ject was launched in
April last year and is
expected to be com-
pleted in 2010.

More than 400
people have been
hired to build the
houses. Each unit
costs R43 506 and
184 of them have
already been com-
pleted.

One of the bene-

ficiaries is Maria Nh-
langwini, 45, a single
mother of five who
has been living in a
shack without run-
ning water or a toilet
for more than 15
years.

"I feel like a human
being now that I will
get a proper house. I
will sleep peacefully
at night, even when it
rains. I am very
happy," she said.

Ngobeni said
Mbambamencisi will
now be included in
the municipality's
Integrated Develop-
ment Plan, which is a
programme that
helps the municipal-
ity focus on the most
important needs of
local communities.

He added that the
formalisation project
will be extended to
all other informal set-
tlements around
Tzaneen, which is
the largest town in the
province's lowveld
region.

Patients angry at hospital
Residents of Namakgale and surrounding

areas are complaining about the poor service
delivery they get at Maphutha Hospital in
Namakgale.

They claim that they are forced to wait hours
for medical attention as no one is willing to
help them. The disgruntled patients say they

are disgusted by the behaviour of those who
are supposed to save lives, but instead neglect
them.

According to a source some of the patients
come from far and are left unattended, and very
sick patients who need emergency treatment
end up collapsing. However, Hospital Man-

ager Orny Ramallo dismissed the allegations,
saying they have a suggestion box where
people should place their complaints.

Ramallo added that they only received com-
pliments on the good service they give their
patients.
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Police reports

The 89 bags of dagga, confiscated by Maake police, being counted at their station.

*Eighty nine bags of dagga, weighing 4
450kg, were found by police last week.

Jubulani Thokao (29) from Lesotho was
busted on the Lydenburg road driving a stolen
truck carrying tons of dagga.

Thokao was alone in the vehicle when
caught.

Police say they suspect he was taking the
dagga to Nkowankowa.

Thakao told the police that he was hired to
transport the dagga and knows nothing about
the stolen car.

Maake police said they were tipped off by
Net Star from Polokwana after they received

a complaint from Avis that a car that was hired
in Pretoria was missing.

Net Star located it on the Lydenburg road
and asked the nearest police station to assist
them.

Maake police Spokesperson, Constable
Mpho Seroto, said they suspect that the man
was following a certain car that was giving him
directions, but they failed to locate the car.

He said the case was transferred to the
Organised Crime Unit in Polokwane on Fri-
d a y.

*In another incident two men, aged
between 20 and 25, were caught in possession
of Eskom cables to the value of R50 000.

The men were caught between
Tarantaalrand and Letaba Hospital two weeks
ago.

Police said the accused plus one other
suspect were driving towards Nkowankowa in
a blue bakkie. They were pulled over as,
amongst other things, the vehicle’s lights were
not working.

A stop-and-search was conducted imme-
diately. One of the three men managed to
escape however.

Police said they found the cables on the
back of the bakkie.

The men were immediately arrested.
The driver of the vehicle told the police that

he was hired by the other men to take the
electric cables to Nkowankowa.

It is alleged that the electric cable were to be
taken to a firm in Nkowankowa where they
use the aluminum of the cables to make
pots.

Letsitele police Spokesperson, Sergeant
Emily Mthombeni, said investigations are con-
tinuing.

Letsitele police Spokesperson, Sergeant Emily
Mthombeni, with stolen electric cables con-
fiscated by Letsitele police. Mthombeni said
police are investigating where the cables
could have been stolen from.

Constable Adam Baloyi and Constable Patson
Mikasi of Letsitele police who caught and
arrested two men in possession of electric
cables to the value of R50 000.

March produces results
Women and men from Lephepane village

marched to Naphuno Magistrate Court in
Lenyenye last Thursday to submit a memor-
andum demanding that the magistrate sus-
pends bail given to an alleged rapist.

A 51 year old man was given bail in June
after he allegedly raped his 5 year old grand-
d a u g h t e r.

He allegedly raped her on May 29, 2009,
and was arrested two weeks later after his wife,
who caught him raping the child, decided to
report him to the police.

It is alleged that it was not the first time he
raped the little girl.

Now he has mounted a spirit of hatred
between him and his community members.
The community wants him to pay for his deeds
the hard way, and the court has allowed just
that.

They didn’t want him to be granted bail,
saying that he's a threat to the community.

"He does not deserve bail. What kind of
parent does that to their own child, let alone
granddaughter," said one community mem-
b e r.

Coordinator of the march and Secretary of
Ward 34, Lilian Madie, said a memorandum
was submitted last Thursday, on the day of the

accused's court date.
"We thank the magistrate for accepting our

plea and realising that child abuse and women
abuse is a huge problem in our society."

"We are proud that he was taken back to the
cells," she said.

Madie said the community’s fighting spirit
began when they heard that the man was
granted bail. She said she organized a meeting
with the women of the community so they
could discussed the matter.

"We all agreed to ask the magistrate to
suspend his granted bail because we feel that
he does not belong in the community."

She said they want him to get a tough
sentence and be locked up for a very long
time.

Madie urges all women who are facing
similar situations in their household to report it
to the police. She said that women should not
ignore women’s meetings in their communit-
ies because that's where such issues are
discussed and tips on how to handle the matter
are given out.

The accused appeared briefly in court on
Monday and has not pleaded yet. He is
expected to return to court on August 20 in
Tzaneen.



PAGE 4 MOPANI HERALD - Friday 24 July 2009 NEWS

MEC for Local Government and Housing,
Soviet Lekganyane, hard at work as part of the
Mandela Day celebrations.

The Executive Mayor of Mopani District Mu-
nicipality, Councillor Joshua Matlou, and the
Mayor of Greater Letaba, City Modjadji, get
their hands dirty helping build a house for a
destitute family in celebration of Mandela
D a y.

Gorvernment officials get their hands dirty

MEC Soviet Lekganyane and the Executive Mayor of Mopani District, Councillor Joshua Matlou,
cut former president Nelson Mandela ‘s 91st birthday cake as part of Mandela Day celebrations
at Mokwakwaila last Saturday.

Soon after his official inauguration as the
Executive Mayor of Mopani District Muni-
cipality, Councillor Joshua Matlou got his
hands dirty helping a destitute family last
S a t u r d a y.

Matlou and mayors of the five local mu-
nicipalities of the district joined MEC of Local
Government and Housing, Soviet Lekganyane,

in building a house for an indigent family of
Mookone village as part of the Mandela Day
celebrations.

The leaders dedicated 67 minutes of their
time to help the family of unemployed Mmad-
jadji Rabothata, who is living with a disability,
get a decent house.

The family was identified by Deputy Pres-

ident Kgalema Motlhan during his visit to the
area before the national elections in April this
y e a r.

"If Nelson Mandela dedicated 67 years of his
life to serve humanity, surely each and every
one of us can spare 67 minutes of our time as a
way of saying thank you to him by serving and
doing good to others," said MEC Lekganyane.

He said his department will continue to

accelerate the delivery of services and pursue
the development of Integrated and Sustainable
Human Settlements in honour of Madiba and
other heroes and heroines of the people who
came before them.

In his acceptance speech, Matlou said the
remaining 20 month will be used to accelerate
service delivery to make sure no community
use the bucket system for sanitation, com-
munities have access to clean water and de-
cent sanitation, houses have access to elec-
tricity and that there is universal provision of
free basic services.

Orphans also celebrate Mandela day

Hard at work: former Limpopo MEC for
Health and Social Development, Seaparo
Sekoati, cooking porridge at Lesedi Child
Care Centre as part of the Mandela Day
celebrations.

Former Limpopo
MEC for Health and
Social Development,
Seaparo Sekoati, cel-
ebrated former pres-
ident Nelson Man-
dela's birthday by
cooking for the
orphans and vulner-
able children of
Lesedi Child Care
Centre in Namakgale
last week. He spent
his day making a dif-
ference at the centre.

Sekoati and Coun-
cillor Caroline Hlat-
swayo arrived at
Lesedi Child Care

Centre on Saturday
morning, and took
over the kitchen.

They cooked veget-
ables, meat and por-
ridge for the children
and planted three or-
ange trees for the
centre. Sekoati also
donated vegetables
and fruits for the chil-
dren.

"We are here to cel-
ebrate Mandela's
birthday by putting in
extra hours to help
the community and
contribute towards
community develop-

ment," said Sekoati.
"We also want to
bring hope to the
children and ensure
them that we are also
part of them and we
support them," added
Sekoati.

Meanwhile,
Vanavetu organisa-
tion in Namakgale
handed over school
uniforms to orphans
and poverty stricken
children as part of
their programme in
celebrating Mandela
Day last week.

Radio station celebrates Mandela Day
Celebrating Man-

dela Day, Phalabor-
wa FM also got in-
volved in community
work and spent an
hour helping those in
need.

The staff went to
Makhushane Drop-in

centre outside Na-
makgale to give a
sense of belonging to
orphans and vulner-
able children. "We
felt we should come
here and help with
our hands and also
celebrate Mandela's

birthday with the
children," said the
Program Manager of
Phalaborwa FM,
Donald Shingange.

The station
donated food and
also gave small ra-
dios to the centre for
the children.

Makhushani
Drop-in centre Man-
ager, Hlungwani Sis-
ter, thanked the sta-
tion for celebrating
the day with the chil-
dren and wished they
could return more of-
ten to bring a sense of
belonging to the chil-
dren as some of them
are orphans.

Phalaborwa FM Program Manager, Donald
Shingage, at Makhushane Drop-in centre,
with Hlungwani Sister, the center's Manager,
and vulnerable children during the celeb-
ration of Mandela Day last week.
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It took the people of Ebenezar Church,
located at Petanege village outside Tzaneen,
almost 15 years to build its church.

However, last year, when it was completed,
ready for use and the congregation celeb-
rating, a storm came and blew the church
structure completely away.

They were left to start from scratch.
Now, the church desperately needs help

from the community to rebuild its
long-awaited church.

The sad truth is that the congregation has no
choice but to bear all the chilly, rainy days of
winter and continue to hold their church
services under a tree.

Pastor Rodney Mayimele said the building
was complete and ready for use. But their
plans were shattered by the wind.

He says they are now struggling to raise
funds for the second time.

He also fears that it might take them another
15 years to raise the money.

"We are now struggling to rebuild the church
and hope that we will get assistance from the

community", said Pastor Mayimele.
They are now pleading for sympathy from

the community to help them, where ever
possible, to rebuild their church.

Pastor Mayimele asks anyone in the com-
munity who feels like stretching a helping
hand, can do so by donating building tools
and materials, such as bricks, and any es-
sential equipment that will be needed. People
can also assist with labour work.

He said they are also pleading with the
Greater Tzaneen Municipality to allow them
to sell their plot, which is situated in Nkow-
ankowa, to property developers. "If only they
agree, we could use that money to build the
church," he said.

He said they’ve been negotiating with GTM
for the past two years to no avail.

"The situation is punishing us," he said.
To assist the church, contact Pastor May-

imele on 072 9010 000.

Ebenezar Church in Petanenge was destroyed by wind last March. Now the church is pleading
with the community to help them rebuild it. Pastor Rodney Mayimale of Ebenezar Church,
Administrator, Eunice Mathonsi, Pastor's wife Constance Mayimele, and Financer Eunick
Mashele.

The congregation of Ebenezar Church in Petanenge might be going through a rough patch,
having lost their church, but they’re still a cheerful bunch. Pastor Miyeleni said they hire out
a tent for special occasions, such as this introduction of the church's new royal blue, gold and
red t-shirts.

Church desperately
needs help from
the community
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Centurian treated by
Correctional Service

Tzaneen Department of Correctional Services celebrated Mandela
Day by visiting Margaret Malabase Nkuna from Maluvana village, who
turned 100 this year.

Tzaneen Depart-
ment of Correctional
Services (DCS), under
the supervision of Mr
Nkhwashu, hon-
oured Mandela Day
by visiting the com-
munity, looking for an
old person with
whom they can cel-
ebrate this day.

An old lady, Mar-
garet Malabase
Nkuna from
Maluvana village at
Nkambako, who is
100 years old, born
January 22, 1909,
was identified.

Her home was vis-
ited and needs were

identified in order for
the officials to
provide her with
presents.

The old lady also
complained about
her poor eyesight and
a local optometrist,
Jacques van Niekerk,
was requested to as-
sist in this regard.

Dr van Niekerk
heeded the call of the
President and joined
the DCS officials to
honour this day with
the community at
Maluvane, and even
volunteered to exam-
ine Nkuna’s eyes for
free.

Unfortunately he
could not assist her,
but gave her a referral
letter for assistance at
a hospital for a pos-
sible operation.

The community, to-
gether with their
Induna (Nduna
Maluvana) enjoyed
the recognition by
Correctional Ser-
vices.

Among the presents
given to Nkuna was a
blanket, a hot plate
and groceries.

Everyone enjoyed
this 67 minutes spent
with the community.

Local Gogo shares
Mandela's birthday

Dora "One Bag" Ramohale from Namakgale turned 91 on Mandela Day.
With her is her family and on their right is Salome Motubatse of Just the
Phee internet café who organised her birthday.

Salome Motubatse,
the owner of Just the
Phee internet café in
Namakgale, spent her
67 minutes of service
for Mandela Day cel-
ebrating it with Gogo
Dora "One Bag"
Ramohale who also
turned 91.

Motubatse organ-
ized a surprise party
for Dora, who is de-
lighted to be sharing
her birthday with
Mandela. "I am
happy that I am cel-
ebrating my birthday
with a respected man

in the world who
gave me freedom and
bread".

"I got involved in
the struggle for free-
dom when I was
young and took part
in the 1956 women's
march, fighting for
the freedom we have
now," said Dora.
Dora said even
though she has lost
her sight, she still has
Mandela's image in
her mind and cannot
forget him. Gogo
Dora has lost her
sight, but her hearing

is still strong.
She advised the

youth to take care of
themselves in order
to live long lives like
Mandela and herself.

Dora's family
thanked Salome for
the party and her gen-
erosity. Dora had sev-
en children, three of
who passed away,
and has 49 grandchil-
dren.

Dora said she is a
member of the ANC
and she wished Man-
dela a blessed happy
b i r t h d a y.
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The Executive Mayor of Mopani, Joshua Matlou, handing over a winner’s cheque to Manager of
SuperSport United, Wester Lichaba, after the Executive Mayor’s Charity Cup finals at
Nkowankowa Stadium last Sunday.

The 2009 Executive Mayor’s Charity Cup champions, SuperSport United.

Executive Mayor, Joshua Matlou, handing over the winner’s trophy to a SuperSport United
p l a y e r.

Player of the tournament, Dundee United
goalkeeper, Mxolisi Nyalunga.

Top goal scorer, Anthony Laffor of SuperSport,
with match official, Moses Mohale.

SuperSport takes home
Charity Cup trophy

SuperSport United took home the Mopani
District Executive Mayor’s Charity Cup trophy
for good after winning it for the third time in a
r o w.

SuperSport United beat local team Dundee
United 2-0 in the final at Nokwankowa Sta-
dium, to be crowned 2009 champions of the
one-day tournament which is aimed at raising
money for charity organisations.

Thato Makeke and second half substitute,
Brian Omony, scored for "Matsatsa a Pitori", as
SuperSport is commonly known.

In the semi-finals, the Dan village based
Dundee United caused a major upset when
they thrashed the mighty Mamelodi Sundowns
3-0 on penalties, following a 2-2 draw in
regulation time, whilst Dynamos suffered a 2-1
loss to champions SuperSport United.

The winners, SuperSport, received R100 000
first prize money, gold medals, plus a trophy,

while the runners up, Dundee United, went
home R50 000 richer with silver medals.

Mamelodi Sundowns and Dynamos each
received R30 000 consolation prize money.

The top goal scorer award went to Su-
perSport United’s deadly striker, Anthony Laf-
for, who scored two goals against Dymamos,
whilst Dundee United goalkeeper, Mxolisi
Nyalunga’s acrobatic-saves during the tour-
naments earned him the player of the tour-
nament award.

The top goal scorer and the player of the
tournament received miniature trophies.

Dundee United’ s sterling performance
against Mamelodi Sundowns did not go un-
noticed.

The Executive Mayor of Mopani, Joshua
Matlou, pledged to donate a full soccer kit to
the club, including soccer boots and track
suits.

Top 8 tournament this weekend
Mondi Super League Top 8 Tournament

Weekend Fixture:
Saturday at Bodupe: *Bodupe Young Stars vs

Juventus; *Barcelona vs Rapho Kickers; *Ju-
ventus vs Rapitsi; *Rapho Kickers vs Black
Angus; *Rapitsi vs Mighty; *Black Angus vs
SuperSport. Sunday at Motsinoni: *Bodupe
Young Stars vs Rapitsi; *Barcelona vs Black
Angus; *Juventus vs Mighty; *Rapho Kickers vs
SuperSport; *Bodupe Young Stars vs Mighty;

*Barcelona vs SuperSport. 1st prize is R2 000,
2nd prize R1 500, 3rd prize R1 100 and 4th
prize R800. 5th to 8th prize is R400 each.

Clubs that are interested in joining the
League in the new season may contact sec-
retary Micheal "Baggio" Motloutsi on 082 533
3405 or Chairperson David Raphotle on 083
590 1780.

Joining fee is R1 000.


