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Fire leaves shoppers
in dire straights

At around 17:00 Letaba Supermarket was burnt beyond recognition,
affecting four other shops in the complex, causing damages estimated
at about R2,5 million.

Letaba Supermarket was still recognisable at around 07:00 last
T h u r s d a y.

Letaba Supermarket in Nkowankowa burned
down last Thursday, causing damage to four
other shops in the complex. The damage
caused is estimated at about R2,5 million.

The tragedy that befell the shop left many
residents in dire straights as they prefer to shop

there instead of going to town.
Ritavi Police said the incident was reported

to them by community members who saw
smoke coming from the shop at around 06:00
in the morning. The cause of the fire is still
unknown.

Spokesperson of Ritavi police, Inspector Seth
Magadzi, said no one was injured during the
fire. He said the police are investigating a case
of arson.

Soccer
team
loses
three
players
tragically

Five people, in-
cluding three soc-
cer players, died
when a bakkie, car-
rying 27 soccer
players, went out of
control and over-
turned after the
driver allegedly
tried to overtake an-
other car on the Ly-
denburg road last
S a t u r d a y.

The bakkie, a
Toyota Hilux, was
transporting Bur-
gersdorp Shinning
Stars soccer team to
a game in Lefara vil-
lage when the ac-
cident occurred.
Twenty two people
were injured but re-
ported to be out of
d a n g e r.

Coach of the

team, Moses
Khosa, said it all
happened so sud-
denly and he still
cannot believe
what happened.
He said they were
all looking forward
to a good game.

South African
Football Associ-
ation local official,
Moses Mohale,
said a memorial
service will be held
in Burgersdorp
today and a mass
funeral will take
place on Sunday.

Maake police
Spokesperson,
Constable Mpho
Seroto, said police
are investigating a
case of culpable
homicide.



PAGE 2 MOPANI HERALD - Friday 16 October 2009 NEWS

Operation Change a success

The team of Ritavi Police’s Operation Change with some of the 105 bags of dagga confiscated
at a house in Khopo village on Sunday night.

A total of 105 bags of dagga, with an
estimated street value of R3,5 million, were
confiscated in Khopo village near Lephepane
outside Tzaneen on Sunday night, when Ritavi
police's Operation Change took to the
streets.

Police said they received a tip-off from the
community which led them to the break-
through. Police said the suspect is at-large and
nobody knows his whereabouts. However,
investigations continues.

On the same night police arrested 39 people
on various charges. Twenty one people were

arrested for public drinking, six for traffic
offences, two for possession of dagga, and one
for selling alcohol without a license.

A man was arrested for possession of an
unlicensed firearm, two for possession of sus-
pected stolen property, two for robbery and
four for acts causing grievous boldly harm.

Ritavi Station Commissioner, Superintended
Hlugwana, is proud of his team and con-
gratulated them on a job well done.

Alleged conman arrested

Police report
Twenty six arrests were made by Namakgale

police for various criminal activities com-
mitted last week.

One man was arrested for rape, three for
assault with intent to cause grievous body
harm and one for common assault. One female
and three men were arrested for common
assault.

Seven men and one female were arrested for
violating the road traffic act.

Three men were arrested for common rob-
bery, one for stock theft and one for drunk and
driving.

Three men and one female were arrested for
public drinking.

Property seized by Namakgale police: A
Nokia cell phone and a Sumsung E250.

To report any criminal activities please con-
tact your nearest police station.

Accident claims one
An accident in Ba-Phalaborwa cost one

woman her life and injured three others last
weekend.

The driver was trying to overtake a vehicle
when he had to swerve off the road to avoid a
head-on collision with an oncoming car.

According to eyewitnesses, the driver was
driving at a high speed when the incident took
place.

He lost control and overturned his vehicle.
The accident happened on the R71 road near

Nguluve Lodge.
The deceased was identified as Lisbeth Nd-

lovu, believed to be in her forties, from
Lulekani.

Police found bottles of alcohol inside the car,
but it has not been confirmed whether the
driver was under the influence of alcohol.

Farmer granted relief
A farmer whose farm was invaded by land

reform beneficiaries last week has been gran-
ted temporal relief.

A weekend meeting attended by the farmer,
Motsoapo Kgabo of Balloon Farm in
Trichardtsdal, land reform beneficiaries,
Banareng-Ba-Mantjana community, and
Limpopo Land Claims Commission officials
resolved that the farmer can stay on the farm
until the commission tells him to leave.

The dispute between the farmer and the

beneficiaries started after the Land Claims
Commission bought only two portions of the
three portion-farm for the beneficiaries.

Kgabo was granted a court order by the
Tzaneen Magistrate to continue farming op-
erations until the Commission has paid him in
full and transferred all three portions to the
beneficiaries.

The beneficiaries, who were apparently im-
patient, decided to invade the farm last
week.

An alleged conman appeared in the Tzaneen
Magistrate‘s Court on charges of fraud last
week.

Samuel Motloutsi (26) of Lenyenye was
arrested and charged after he alleged tricked
desperate job-seekers into giving him money in
exchange for jobs.

He was arrested after some of his victims laid
charges against him at the local police sta-
tion.

The suspect, pretending to be an agent for
various businesses in Tzaneen, allegedly de-
frauded more than five job seekers of between
R600 and R1 200 each.

The suspect promised the victims that they
would be offered jobs at Sasko, Sunbake and
Pick n Pay stores if they paid him.

According to Tzaneen Police Spokesperson,

Captain Miyelani Shikwambana, the victims
realised that they were defrauded after they
approached the companies and were told there
were no such jobs.

The suspect was remanded in police custody

until October 29 pending further investig-
ation.

Shikwambana appealed to other people who
might have fallen for the same trick to contact
the police.
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Tools downed at tourism building

Construction of a flea market and rest station in Ba-Phalaborwa on the R71 was brought to a halt
when workers downed their tools last week.

Workers of Rinono Consulting Engineering
downed tools last week and are saying "no
pay, no work", following alleged late pay-
ments of their salaries.

This will have an effect on the target set by
the Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality to have their
new tourism buildings finished later this
y e a r.

The company was awarded a tender by the
Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality to build a flea
market and rest station on the R71 road.

According to the workers’ spokesperson,
Noah Sambo, workers have not been working
since last week, accusing Rinono Consulting
Engineering of failing to pay them in time.

"The workers are supposed to be paid every
month-end, but they have to wait for weeks to
get their payments," said Sambo.

Workers are saying since the project started,
they have not been paid in time and are sent
from pillar to post whenever they make en-
quiries.

"We are the ones sweating to get the job
done, but also we must sweat to get our
payments while the management sits in their

air-conditioned offices," said one of the work-
ers.

The Project Manager, Oupa Mkhari of
Rinono Consulting Engineering, said the delay
of payments was because the Municipal Chief
Financial Officer, Tondi Nkuna, was not in the
office last week.

"We submitted a claim to the municipality
two weeks ago so that the CFO can attach her
signature so that we can get paid," said Mkhari.
Mkhari also dismissed statements made by
some of the workers saying they always re-
ceive their payments late. However, he ad-
mitted that the whole situation has affected the
progress of the project.

The Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality invested
an amount of R6 million in tourism this year
with the aim of extending its tourism route and
growing the local economy.

The flea market was expected to be finished
later this year, but the contractors are already
behind schedule.

Attempts to get a comment from the CFO
drew a blank.

FET adopts a cop

Inspector Mkhwanazi and his team will deal with any crime-related
issues at Letaba FET College. They will be patrolling the campus every
day to ensure the premises are safe. Front: FET College Tzaneen
campus Manager, Moshe Mabule, adopted police officer, Inspector
Nelson Nkhwanazi, and Tzaneen campus CEO, Martie Botha. Back:
CBD Sector Commander, Inspector Derrick Maluleke, Tzaneen Police
Communications Officer, Captain Miyelani Shikwabana, and Social
Crime Prevention Coordinator, Sergeant Khazamula Chake.

Let SAMA winner
entertain you

Jehovah Rapha Tabernacle Church, as part
of its three-month anniversary celebrations,
presents SAMA award winner, Siphokazi
Maraqana, for the first time ever in Nkow-
anowa Community Hall.

Residents from all over are invited to attend
this conference where they'll be serenaded by
Maraqana’s angelic voice. Her music is best
known as a combination of Afro-soul, jazz,
gospel, and Afro-pop.

Other invited guests that cannot be missed
are Prophet Gezani Philip Hlungwani, Dr
Fitzgerald Lutendo Dzivhani, Dr Thembani
Joe Mukoko and Bishop Joseph Makwakwa.

The conference commenced yesterday and
will continue today and Friday. Services start
at 18:00 till 21:00 every evening. There is no
entry fee and all are welcome to attend.

For more information contact hosts, Vicenth
and Mo Mkhari, on 079 196 6608.

SAPS Tzaneen and Letaba Further Education
and Training College have joined hands to
help fight crime.

The college adopted a police officer, In-
spector Nelson Mkhwanazi, to create a safe
and secure environment for both students and
lecturers to ensure that effective teaching and
learning take place.

Inspector Mkhwanazi will be patrolling the
college grounds on a regular basis, together
with other members from his sector.

The campus CEO, Martie Botha, didn’t
make a secret of her enthusiasm regarding this
project. Captain Miyelani Shikwambana and
Sergeant Khazamula Chake of SAPS Tzaneen
will be promoting the involvement of SAPS in
the college by organising campaigns to make
the students aware of the dangers of crime.

The Cop of the College explained his joy
over this opportunity and made it clear that he
is going to do his best to assist the college in
whichever way he can.

Inspector Mkhwanazi will work very closely
with the Tzaneen Campus Manager, Moshe
Mabale.

The CEO explained that the college intends
to adopt an officer for both Maake and Giyani
campus.

The college is looking forward to a long and
healthy partnership with the police and they

believe that, by taking hands with the police,
they will also do their bit to deflate the crime
statistics of the country.
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Mopani likes science

Groenskool was well represented at the Na-
tional Science Expo held in Pretoria two weeks
ago: Sumarie Coetzee (gold), Carli Botha
(silver) and Carli Venter (silver).

Several learners from Phalaborwa made it to
the National Science Expo for Young Scientists
held in Pretoria two weeks ago.

Learners did exceptionally well and as a
result, Mopani Region brought home thirteen
medals for their well-prepared projects.

Jacques Kriel and Jack Mthembu, Kingfisher
Private School learners, Pharidah Machaka of
Matome Malatji High School and Sumari Co-
etzee of Groenskool received gold medals.

This proves that Phalaborwa teachers are on
the right track to produce future scientists.

Twelve schools from Phalaborwa particip-
ated in the Expo.

Pharidah was part of a group of twenty
learners who was trained on how to do a
Science Expo project during the National Sci-
ence Week last year. With her well-prepared
project, Pharidah also received a laptop and
will be representing South Africa in Reunion
Island (Science Fair) in 2010.

Matome Malatji is one of the Tele-Teach
schools supported by Palabora Foundation.

The programme donates computers to
schools in rural areas to give learners the
opportunity to become more literate.

The Eskom Science Expo for Young Scientists
competition was introduced to the learners
with the aim of presenting them with a won-
derful opportunity to be creative, expand their
knowledge or invent something.

Learners also had an opportunity to converse
with the Minister of Science and Technology,
Naledi Pandor.

Pandor applauded the learners for showing
keen interest in science and for exploring the

world of science.
The project is not only a model, an essay or a

collection of material. Learners base their pro-
jects on any topic of interest, supplying a clever
solution to a problem, answering a question
they have identified, presenting a new idea for
a piece of apparatus or addressing a need by
conducting a survey.

The Expo is not part of a formal curriculum,
and learners rely greatly on teachers and
parents for assistance. By simply looking at, for
instance, a significant plant seed, and letting
their minds run wild, learners will be amazed at
the fascinating things they can do with every-
day objects.

The focal points of the projects were con-
ceptualised by the learners themselves.

During the judging of their presentations,
learners had to supply reports containing the
aims of the project and research method
used.

It also required them to display posters which
contain the visual aspects of their projects, for
example pictures, diagrams, statistics and
short, concise summaries of the most important
aspects of the project.

They also had to display their physical
material, like built devices, research material
or models used.

The Science Expo is held annually and
provides learners from all schools in South
Africa the opportunity to participate.

Palabora Foundation helped in sponsoring
accommodation and transport for the learners
of Mopani Region.

Gold: Pharidah Machaka of Matome Malatji
High School won a gold medal and laptop for
her science project two weeks ago at the
National Science Expo for Young Scientists.

Pharidah Machaka received a warm welcome
at Matome Malatji High School after she
returned with a gold medal from the National
Science Expo held two weeks ago in Pretoria.
With her is her science teacher, Nolie Tsatsi.

Two Kingfisher Private School learners re-
ceived gold medals for their exceptional sci-
ence projects at the National Science Expo:
Jacques Kriel and Jack Mthembu.
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A learner, Peggy Manyama, renders a poem in
celebration of Vallambrossa Primary School’s
50th anniversary festivities.

Tlhabine Circuit Manager, Tom Kgomo, Chief Education Specialist, Dr Bongani Lowan, and
Mawa Circuit Manager, Matema Moagi, during the unveiling of a token of remembrance at the
Vallambrossa Primary School ‘s 50th anniversary celebration.

School enjoys 50
years of education

Vallambrossa Primary School in Bolobedu
celebrated its 50th anniversary last week.

Many past and present pupils and their
parents, education department officials and
traditional leaders attended the event char-
acterised by traditional song and dance.

Speaking during the ceremony, Chief Edu-
cation Specialist, Dr Bongani Lowan called on
former learners of the school who are now

successful, to plough back into the school by
means of donations for development pur-
poses.

The school, situated in Mashooro village, is
named after the Willem & Broers Farm on
which it is located.

The school opened its doors in 1959 with
only a few learners. It now educates learners
from Grade 1 to 7.

The Class of 1959 choir entertaining the audience during Vallambrossa Primary School ‘s 50th
anniversary celebration.
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Officials recognised
Fourteen officials of

the Greater Tzaneen
Municipality have
reached the 21 years
of service milestone
this year.

In recognition of
their achievement
these officials re-
ceived long service
award certificates as
well as vouchers to

the value of R2 000
each.

The 14 officials are:
Henk Mienie, Nduma
Mackson Mkhari,
Matome Reuben
Mmola, Moretje Eph-
raim Mathole, Nthai
Aaron Tshikelela, Shi-
boyana Michael
Nyamazana,
Moteketedi Mack

Makwala, Mohale
Lawrence Letsoalo,
Mathami Albert
Morerwa, Malapane
Richard Hlongo,
Gideon Ritief Sny-
man, Mohale Jo-
hannes Malatji, Mafe-
mane George
Mhlongo and
Manthulane Philli-
mon Mokgolobotho.

Some of the 14 officials of the Greater Tzaneen Municipality who
reached the 21 years of service milestone this year.

School receives
benches, sign, fax

Khulani Timbers Industries in Modjadjiskloof donated five wooden
benches, a fax machine and sign board to Mokgoba Primary School
based in the area. Principal of the school, Clement Modjadji, expressed
his appreciation of the support they received from Khulani Timbers
Industries, and encouraged other businesses to follow in Khulani’s
footsteps. Human Resource Manager of Khulani Timbers Industries,
Micheal Maake, said this donation was just the beginning. "We feel
good as a company to interact with the community," he said.

Conference starts tomorrow
World Impactors

Ministries, known as
Rhema Church, in
Nkowankowa near
Tzaneen, invites all
who wish to be in-
spired and enthusi-
astic about life to at-
tend a two-day ex-
periential Women of
Impact conference.

The conference
will be held at the
Rhema Church to-
morrow and Sat-

urday. The speakers
will be Dr Elijah
Maswanganyi, Dr
David Manzini and
Mrs Dora Mahlahle.

An HIV/Aids am-
bassador will give a
motivational speech
and people will be
captivated by Andy
Masiye's music.

The is no entrance
fee and free food will
be served. Tomor-
row's service will

commence at 18:00
till 20:00 and Sat-
urday’s service will
commence at 08:30
till 20:00. The event
promises to be a life
c h a n g e r.

To live each day
fulfilled, don't miss
this opportunity.

For more informa-
tion or to RSVP con-
tact Sharlotte Baloyi
on 084 321 3546.
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SAPS Tzaneen represents Limpopo

Captain Rain Moreku in action at one of the
many athletic events he has taken part in.

SAPS TZANEEN sent
three officers to rep-
resent Limpopo at
the National Fitness
Championships, and
didn’t disappoint the
province.

The champion-
ships took place in
East London from
October 5 to 9, and
all nine provinces,
plus a separate team
from SAPS head of-
fice, competed.

Captain Rain
Moreku, a regular on
the local fitness
scene, completed
the grueling obstacle
course in 4 minutes
10 seconds and re-
ceived a gold medal
for his efforts. The
course included

many ups and
downs, lifting and
carrying.

Sergeant Math-
euws Roalane com-
pleted the course in 4
minutes and 15
seconds, and re-
ceived a bronze
medal.

Telephone operat-
or Sylvester
Chabalala managed
to complete the
course, with a
broken finger, in 6
minutes.

Limpopo came 7th
overall, and 4th in
the relay race.

The province
brought home 3
gold, 5 silver and 3
bronze medals.

Local Soccer League results
Greater Tzaneen Local Football League

weekend results, Stream A: *Soshangaan 2,
Motown Kings 1; *Shipungu United 1, Bar-
celona 0; *Tzaneen Valencia 2, Huresic In-
termilan 1; *No Limits 2, African Reality 0;
*Sasekani Flying Birds 0, JB United 2; *Ma-
jomela Dangerous Darkies 2, Mariveni River
Stars 1.

Stream B: *Gavaza Two for Joy 1, Mulati
Soccer Stars 2; *Bonn Flying Stars 1, Sedan
Brazil 0; *Ntsako Mayihlome 1, Sedan Junior
Pool 1.

Stream C: *Mountain Tigers 1, Kill Them All
1; *Hill Zebras 1, Hungry Tigers 1; *Red
Vultures 3, Milpark 1; *Mighty Dynamos 1,
Rikhotso 3; *Meadowbank 2, Manchester 0;
*Mighty Dynamos 5, Meadowbank 5.

Stream D: *Mohlaba Naughty Boys 1, Ra-
malema Cosmos 2; *Mmophela Manchester
United 0, Lenyenye Two for Joy 2; *Bur-
gersdorp AC Milan 0, Julesburg Arsenal 1;
*Moime Arsenal 1, Moime Liverpool 3;
*Moime Celtic 3, Killer Ocean Swallows 2.



PAGE 8MOPANI HERALD - Friday 16 October 2009NEWS

9 7 7 1 5 6 2 4 9 0 0 0 4

Registered at the Post Office as a

newspaper. Printed for the

Proprietors - Lumedia (Pty) Ltd -

32 Boundary Road - Tzaneen 0850,

and published by Morester

Drukkery - 46 Fosfaat Street -

Pietersburg 0700

COPYRIGHT 1994.

All rights reserved.

Young stars consolidate
top position

The South African Football Association
(SAFA) Greater Letaba Local Football League
Stream C log leaders, Bodupe Young Stars,
consolidated their top position with a 6-0 win
over Deep Stick at Rapitsi grounds on Sat-
u r d a y.

In other match, Impala Boys handed Rapho
Kickers a 3-0 drubbing whilst D2 Cosmos and
Malematsa drew 1-1.

On Sunday at Polaseng: *Modjadji Royals
were held to a 1-1 draw by Hungry Lion whilst
Supersport narrowly defeated Mighty 3-2. Bar-
celona registered a slender 1-0 win over Shoot-
ing Stars while Juventus suffered a 2-0 loss to
Rapitsi.

*Ajax and Juventus played to a scoreless
stalemate.

Rapitsi registered a 2-0 win over Juventus.

Bodupe Young Stars beat Deep stick 6-0 at a Greater Letaba Local Football League Stream C
game at Rapitsi grounds on Saturday.

Saturday, Stream A: *Abino All
Stars 1, Giyani Hoyspurs 0; *Jack-
son Young Stars 4, Madumeleng
Black Agnus 1; *Magnum 0,
Questionmark 4; *Matsena Giant
Killers 1, Mamaila Citizen 2;
*Thomo Development 2, Shihoko
Terrors 3; *Winnerspark 2,
Thakgalane United 2. Sunday:
*Blue Rocks 3, Bokhuta Presenters
0; *Thomo Development 0, Abino
All Stars 1.

Saturday, Stream B: *Baobab
Zero Fake 2, Bathlabine 1; *Ju-
lesburg Young Killers 1, Foskor
Callies 0; *Katekani Real Rovers 3,
Marumofase 5; *Majomela Dan-
gerous Darkies 2, Phalaborwa
Real Rovers 0; *Mariveni River
Stars 3, Burgersdorp United 3;
*Risenga Golden Stars 0, Mariveni
United 2; *Selwane Sundowns 1,
Arsenal 1; *Tiyani Shinning Stars
4, Fast Kill 1. Sunday: *Mariveni
United 1, Boabab Zero Fake 1.

South Africa Football Association
Mopani Region weekend results


